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BRUSSELS, 06.11.2013

INDUSTRIAL SYMBIOSIS 

In order to understand the global crisis (and the crisis in south of Europe as a part of it), one has to bear in mind clearly that there are three closely inter-dependent crises that are feeding each other: 

· a financial crisis,

· an energy crisis and

· a climate and environmental crisis, which include the increasing demand on resources and volume of waste.

The current crisis is a serious economic and political challenge for the EU. 
The best way out of this crisis consists of deepening economic and political integration based on responsibility, solidarity and commitment to common rules.  
What we need as part of our exit the crisis strategy is a real reform of the economy including industrial policy, opening a perspective especially for the crisis countries to readjust their efficiency, as well as their institutions and bring a new dynamic into their economy. 
Their adaptation program, the National Reform Programmes, should focus on the transformation of the economy towards energy saving and resource efficiency, which also pay off economically in the short term.

An eco-innovative industry, as well as, facilitated industrial symbiosis programs could increase the competitiveness of EU industry and create green jobs, close loops to deliver the circular economy and enhance life -cycle economy. 

Moreover, it can support sustainable entrepreneurship, reduce the risks of material scarcity, and reduce the production costs. Industrial Symbiosis could be a tool for delivering the circular economy in Europe.
It is important that eco-innovation, environmental technologies and industrial symbiosis are financially and competitively viable in the long term, securing business sustainability.
One of the main problems of our economy is that we are depending a lot on no-renewable resources and we produce a great volume of waste. 
In Europe we are fully dependent on imports for our raw materials. This contributes a great deal in loss of competiveness and efficiency, and increase fiscal problems for some economies. 
At a global level there is a huge pressure on resources, something that contributes in increased environmental impacts and social tensions.

The crisis countries seem to owe part of their trade imbalances and fiscal problems to the fact that their economy and industry is depending a lot on the import of oil and raw materials.
We need to reduce the dependence on mining and imports of non- renewable resources. One way of doing that is by using the by-products generated by a manufacturer, as an ingredient in the production of another product. 

Developing industrial symbiosis programmes should be part of a greater strategy to increase the efficient use of resources, reduce the production of waste towards the achievement of a "zero waste" target, divert waste from landfill and move waste up the value chain, linking industrial strategies with community and state responsibilities.   
In addition to the traditional practices known as the three “R” (reduce, reuse, recycle) a fourth “R” is the “redesign” of products which is clearly a responsibility of the industry, but can be introduced with the appropriate level of regulations by public administrations and mobilize the industry not only for environmental and social reasons, but also for reducing the costs. Action aiming at a drastic reduction of waste can accelerate the industry´s design, services and manufacture of products.

Through an industrial symbiosis strategy it is possible to decrease the amount of waste produced, increase the quantity and the quality of reused material and by-products and contribute to the aims for a Resource Efficient Europe. 
In the long term we must succeed in progressively phasing out all environmentally harmful subsidies, activities and inefficient use of non-renewable resources.

Facilitated industrial symbiosis could be also a mechanism for reducing CO2 emissions and increase energy efficiency. 
To succeed in this strategy we need cross-border facilitated industrial symbiosis co-operation throughout Europe, exchange of experiences and best practices, development of a knowledge-sharing platform for Industrial Symbiosis, commitments for the implementation of the European Resource Efficiency Platform recommendations, one of Europe’s flagship 2020 initiatives 

We need innovation and green jobs creation. 
We need more and sustainable Industrial Symbiosis Programmes, more Green Industrial Symbiosis Programmes and co-operation between enterprises and society if we are to develop a resource efficient economy in Europe. 
Let's make it happen in a responsible and sustainable manner.
Thank you for your attention.
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